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ABSTRACT
Introduction: Vertical transmission of HIV from a pregnant mother to the child is still a major challenge in the world, especially
in developing countries. Malaysia has reached zero vertical transmission since 2018, however, much more knowledge and
proper attitude need to be conveyed and practiced by the public. This study is to evaluate the knowledge and attitude of UniKL
RCMP medical students on HIV infected pregnant mothers. Objective: To determine the knowledge and attitude of medical
students towards HIV infected pregnant mothers. Materials and methods: This is a cross-sectional study, which was conducted
through a structured online questionnaire, in July 2022. The study population included medical students of UniKL RCMP from
year 1 to 5. Using OpenEpi, the sample size was calculated to be 234 with 95% confidence level. The sampling method was done
using systematic random sampling. A set of questionnaires was given to the students to be answered and all the recorded
responses were computed as the variables of this study. Analysis was done in SPSS 16 using appropriate statistical tests, p<0.05
was considered significant. Results and conclusion: Out of the 234 samples collected, 72 (32%) of them had good knowledge
and 97 (41.5%) of them had a good attitude towards HIV infected pregnant mothers. Knowledge has significant correlation with
attitude with p<0.022. A percentage of 58.5% preclinical students had a good attitude, which showed a higher percentage than
the clinical students (30.4%) did. Overall, knowledge and attitude of medical students in UniKL RCMP towards HIV infected
pregnant mothers are still low. Serious attention needs to be given to the education of students and the public on HIV infected
mothers.
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