
HISTOPATHOLOGICAL DEFINIT! ON OF

BURKITT'S TUMOUR:
C. Berard and others.

0ffprint from the bulletin 0f the World Health
0rpnisation

1969,40, 601-607. Price 6 sh.

lN THE INTERESTS of accurate typing and diagno-
sis of cancers, the World Health Organization is

sponsoring a series of lnternational Classification of
Tumours. The above memorandum is the most recent
to be published in this series.

Since Burkitt's original description of this malig-
nant tumour in African children, considerable con-
fusion has arisen about its diagnosis because of
semantic differences between pathologists and in-

aocurate interpretations of inexperienced investig'
tors. ln 1967, an international meeting was arranged

by WHO in collaboration with the lnternational
Agency for Research on Cancer to draw up a

definition of Burkitt's tumour, and an attempt was

made to include participants representing a wide
range of the differing opinions throughout the world.

Of the 18 consultants who participated in the
meeting, 16 were convinced that Burkitt's tumour is

indeed a pathological entity. A detailed memorandum
was prepared, covering its clinical aspects and gross

pathology, histo-and cytopathology, histo'and cyot-
cfiemistry, and ultrastructure. A description of tu-
mours resembling Burkitt's tumour and the differen-
tial diagnosis uas added.

The memorandum was drafted by C. Berard, G.T.

O'Conor, L.B. Thomas and H. Torloni on behalf of
the conzultants and it has been illustrated with 26
carefully chosen photomicrographs, most of which
are in colour. The specimens illustrated have been

fixed and stained by a variety of techniques to show

the characteristic appearances and cell types of
Burkitt's tumour. Two electronmicrographs are in'
cluded.

Since Burkitt's tumour appears to be the com-

monest malignant oral tumour in children in West

Malaysia and the actual incidenoe seems to be much

more than the number of recorded cases, this

memorandum, with its detailed description of the
tumour and the excellent photographs, should prove
to be a valuable diagnostic tool for pathologists and a

convenient handbook for paediatricians. This lowly-
priced memorandum should find a ready place in the
bookshelves of pathologists and paediatricians.

THE MEDICAL ANNUAT 1969
Edited by Sir Bonald Bodley Scott

K.C.V.D., M.A., F.R.C.P. and

R. Milnes Walker

C.B.E., M.S., F.B.C.S., F.A.C.S. (Hon.)

John I'llright & Sons Ltd. Bristo!.
6tl4 pp. 143 illus. 63 s.

THE EIGHTY-SEVENTH ]SSUE of this book of
treatrnent has maintained its usual high standard and

reviews of the year's work and brings to the medical
public up-to-date information on a wide variety of
diseases. There are special articles on The concept of
alcoholism,' 'Some problems in medical care,' 'Uses
of extra-corporeal ci rcul ation' and'l ndi gestion'.

Tropical Diseases' by Sir Robert Dretrr deals with
'Metronidazole treatment of amoebiasis','Malaria',
'Echinococcosis (hydatidosis)' and'Surgical manage-

nnnt of hydatid disease in lraq'.
The Practitioner's !ndex gives short descriptions of

Ethical Proprietaries and Medical and Surgical lnstru-
ments and Appliances which have been introduced
during the past year. This is followed by a list of
English and American medical works and new edi-

tions published during the preceding twelve months.
There is a comprehensive general index, the more
important articles being in heavy type.

Those who get the Medical Annual regularly need

no recomrnendation but those who do not do so are

strongly advised to get the 1969 volume; they will
find it a sound investrnent.

VENEREAL DISEASES

by Ambrose King T.0., M.B.B.S., F.R.C.S.

and Claude NicolT.D., M.0., F.R.C.P.

Bailliere Tindalt and Gmell, Lond. 1969.

Second Edn.340 pp. 175 illus.75 s. nett.

lN SPITE of the availability of potent therapeutic
drug6, venereal diseases continue to present serious
problems of incidence, diagnosis and treatment as

well as the important social problem inherent in the
control of the disease. This is no doubt due to
habitual promiscuity being more widespread than
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formerly, especially among the younger people who
lack the discipline and the care and affection of a

satisfactory home life.
The book gives a comprehensive, well-written and

up-todate ac,count of the epidemiology, pathology,
diagnosis and treatrnent of venereal diseases which
the medical student, general practitioner and venereo-
logist will find profitable reading.

The authors include trichomoniasis, nongonococ-
cal wrethritis and Reitert disease in this volume on
the grounds that these conditions are related to
sexual intercourse. The inclusion of other lesions of
the genitalia should be of help in differential diagno-
sis. There is a chapter on the public health control of
venereal disease and an appendix on routine investiga-
tion of new patients. The book is well illustrated,
including 4 colour plates and 7 monochrome plates.
References are included for each chapter which will
give guidance for further reading. There is an ade-
guate index.

GERIATRICS AND THE GENEBAL
PRACTITIONER TEAM

By M.K. Thompson
Bailliere, Tindal! and Casell, Lond. 1969.

128 pp. 4 plates. 20 s.

THE NEED for the general practitioner to be
conversant with geriatric problems is becoming more
obvious to-day with an ever-increasing number of
people living on with age. This little book aims to
awaken the interest of the reader and make him
aware of the importance of subiects which he might
previously have thought irrelevant.

The book had its origin in a series of tapes on
geriatric care in the work of the family doctor
prepared by Dr. Thompson for the Medical Recording
Service of the Royal College of General Practitioners.
It is a readable survey of some practical aspects, such
as diagnosis and care of a subject of great importance
to the practitioner. Dr. Trevor Howell has contri-
buted a chapter for the consultants' point of view.

ETEMENTABY STATISTICS, A WORKBOOK
By K. Hope M.A., Ph.D.

Pergamon Pres, Oxford. 1 967.
101 pp.25 s. net.

OUR VIEWS on this book stem from the remarks
made in the Forerarord that it is designed for people
"who have to overcome a severe emotional block"

and that "learning to use statistics means learning to
walk both ways" across the bridge betv'reen empirical
science and mathematics.

The workbook does achieve its primary aim of
overcoming the "emotional block" but it leaves a

state of askance in the mind of the reader who is

wholly unacquainted with the "numerosity" of the
subject of numbers. ln any case, the book can be
profitably used by uninitiated students of mathema-
tics with adequate guidance from a teacher.

However, the amount of space devoted to "Factor
Analysis" exaggerates the importance given to the
book title "Elementary Statistics." Those without
any knowledge of mathematics are expected to be

conversant after reading "Matrices", wtrich precedes

the chapter on "Factor Analysis". Though a fair
amount of detail is included in "Factor Analysis",
equal importance should have been given to basic
sampling techniques and other methods of experi-
mentation procedures that are conveniently used by
students of the social and biological sciences.

A favourable comment may be made here of the
"Bibliography" which lists the books and articles
wh ich are "clearest and easiest" for non-
-mathematicians. The comments accompanying the
references are not only handy to non-statistical
students but also to learned members of the statistical
profession who are called upon to solve problems in
fields beyond their competence.

DISEASES THAT PLAGUE MODERN MAN
hy Richard Gallagher

0ceana Publications, lnc. New York 1969
288 pp. US 56.00

THIS lS an interestingly written history of ten
communicable diseases that still afflict man; they are:
cholera, influenza, leprosy, rnalaria, bilharziasis, on-
chocerciasis, plague, smallpox, syphilis and tuberculo-
sis. lt retraces from the earliest times to the present,
the history covering the misconceptions, epidemics,
and the economic and social significance of each
disease. lt is essentially addressed to the layman but is
nevertheless a@urate and informative and should
appeal to health officers also. lt contains a number of
unusual early illustrations which enhance its interest
to the reader.

It is pointed out that an area's health involves
food, clean water, education, disease prwention,
therapy and control. The prosperous countries can
usually provide these for themselves but the nations
most in need are least able to help themselves, but to
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be effective, what is done in one country must be

done in neighbouring areas as well. Our hope lies in
international health effort and an account is given of
the scope of the work carried out by WHO - our
only hope.

THE MEDTCAL JOURNAL OF MALAYA (add)

"AN INTRODUCTION TO HUMAN PHYSIOLOGY"
by J. H. Green
2nd Edition

Oxford University Press, London
pp. 170, lllustrations 211, 28s. net.

THERE lS a considerable gap existing betureen the
Matriculation Biology and the first year Medical
Physiology oourses in this country. The situation is
further accentuated by the scarcity of a suitable
introductory book on human physiology. With the
naru edition of this book, a long felt need for a suc-
cint, up-todate account of basic physiologic know-
ledge within a brief compass may perhaps be filled.
Written in a simple, concise manner and unobsanred
by controverqy, this book provides the fundamental
concepts of human physiology to whic*r additional
knowledge or interests may be added by conzulting
the more deuiled and elaborate texts or original
papers. Despite its simplicity, a reasonable larel
betriveen rnain facts and fine detail ha, nevertheless,
been rnaintained. The idea of inserting simplified
accounts of many neur laboratory techniques to inte-
grate the practical experiments with the theory is
excellent and stimulating.

Two new chapters "Respiration and hydrogen ion
@ncentration" and 'The control of respiration" have
been added in this edition. Updated information on
phonocardiography, autoimmunity, DNA, hepatic
insufficiency, renal failure, thyrocalcitonin, brown
adipose tissue, EEG, synipse, nerve cell potentials
and the function of the hypothalamus, has been
included. though this book is too concise to be
acceptable as a major textbook for med'rcal sttdents,
narertheless, as an introductory, it is highly recom-
mended.

-BASIC CL IN ICAL PHYSIOLOGY"
by J. H. Green

Oxford University Press, London
pp. 135 lllustrations 169 25s nEt.

THIS BOOK is written by the same author of "An
lntroduction to Human Physiology" and bears many
resemblances to its antecedent, both in its content

and in its style of writing, aided by profuse and com-
prehensive illustrations. As this book is meant for the
student nurses in the study of human physiology, it is
more simplified and the emphasis is basis upon the
integration with the clinical medicine. For the
requirements laid down in the statutory syllabus for
general nursing in Malaysia, the materia! is more than
dequate, while for those seeking more detail, it pro'
vides a sound and stimulating basis. With wery onfi'
dence, this book can be certainly recommended.

T. T, Loh

BRITISH MEDICAL BULLETIN
Publ. by the British Council. Lond. 1969 f2.

NEW ASPECTS OF HUMAN GE]IIETICS.
Vo!.25, No. l,Jan. t969.

Editsd by C.E. Ford and H.Harris, t18 pp.

THE 16 PAPERS included are by 19 leading geneti'

cists, who oover common malformations and

@mmon disorders a well 6 thalassaemia, haemo'

cystinures and porphyria. They provide c-ritical re
viaivs of work accomplished and indicate fruitful lines

of enquiry. The symposium was planned by a

Committee headed by the late Professor W.M. Court'
Brown and edited by Dr. C'E. Ford F.R.S. and

Professor H. Harris F.H.S. Professor L.S' Penrose has

written an illuminating introduction.

IMMUNIZATION AGA!NST INFECTIOUS
DISEASES

Edited by D.G. Euans 100 pp.

Vol.25, No.2, May 1969.

PROFESSOR D.G. EVANS F.R.S. was chairman of
the Committee which planned this comprehensive
symposium and assembled a group of 17 eminent
British scientists to elucidate the problems of immu-
nization. They have tried to araluate the results of
current research and point out the perplexities and
problems of interpretation and pinpointed the lives
along which future research may most profitably
proceed. The Scientific Editor was Professor Evans
who summarises the achianements in a challenging
introduction.

MECHANISMSOF TOXICITY
Edatd by W.N. Aldridge

94 pp. Vol 25 No.3 SePt. 1969.

DR. J.R, BARNES who writes the introduction has

brought together 23 specialists to discus the various
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aspects of the rnechanisms of toxicity in this sympo-
sium. This is a valuable contrabution, especially at the
present time, when there is much concern abut toxic
hazards in the human environment. Of particular

interest to the rnedical man are the diso.rssions on the
metabolism of toxic substances, diet and toxicity,
toxic activitie$ of microbes and actions of some tolic
substances on the CNS.
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