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Correspondence

S. b 8., 4o-year-old Malay. Occipitoncntal view ol thc
skull showing a fairly typicd pattern of insertion ol
'charm needles'in the face. Three were placed in tto
forehead, centrally aad above the eyebrows and a pair
iato each cheek.

.CHARM NEEDLES'
Dear Sir,

I was interested to read the article eatided
"Some radiological observations on the practice of
insertion of 'charm needles"' (Soo and Singh,
1972), which appeared in the September ry72
lssue.

The practice of inserting 'charm needles'

is quite widespread in Singapore and in one year
alone (r97o), I made a personal collection of 4z
cases from casualty subfects on whom skull radio-
graphs were taken. The analysis of these subiects
in terms of age, sex and race is presented below,
bearing in mind, of course, that the number
studied was small.

The practice was found to be curiously
co[lmoner in Se males, seen only in adults and
mainly in those in the fourth and fifth decades.
Malays resorted to this practice more frequendy
than other ethnic groups if these figures are viewed
on a proportionate racial basis.

Conuary to what Drs. Soo and Singh re-
ported, there appeared to be a pattern of needle
insertion in the face. One, two or three necdles
were usually inuoduced in the forehead either
,cenually and/or above each eyebrow. Commonly,
there were two needles, one in either cheek. There
was also one at the point of the mandible; in its
place or in combination, there was a needle on
each side of the lower iaw. (Fig. t).

On the average, 3 or 4 needles were inserted
in rhe face but the numbcr ranged from r to 47
(Fig. z). There were in fact r4 eses with a single
needle. The needles used were usually fine oncs
though there was an occasional case in which the
needles wore thick and resembled gramophone
needles.

This was a purely radiological study pade
when I was attached to the Outram Road General
Hospital. The subjects in the series were not
interviewed. However, I subscribe to the view of
Dis. Soo and Singh that the practice was. carried
out for beautification purposes or in the belief
that the needles conferred a curative effect on
certain ailments.

Yours faithfully,

Dr. C.L. Oon, MBas, DMRD.

The X-ray Cliniq
Singapore Medical C,entre,

54G543 Tanglin Shopping Centre,
Singapore ro.
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C.SJ1., 2r-year-otd lenale Chinese. P.A. and lateral views of the face showiag an extrrrne exanple o( nccdle iorer-
d;;-A t't l of +Z o""ii"r *"s-i-ptrnted in both cheeks by a sinseh for treatnert of tlPhoi4
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on-the practice of iosertion of 'charm
needles"'. 272 4o-42,

Age, Sex and Racial Distribution

Years zt-3o 3r-4o 4r-5o 5r{o
No.718r.43
Males z8

Females 14

Chinese 25

Males 14

Indians 3

CORRIGENDUM.

In the article "An outbreak of rabies in Vest
Malaysia in r97o with unusual laboratory obscrva-
tions'1 by Dora S.K. Tan et al in the Dccembcr
r97z issue (Vol. XXVII No. z), some gf the paggs

were wrongly numbered. The pages of the articlc
should have beeo:

t

First. page
Second page
Third page
Fourth page
Fifth page
Sixth page
Seventh page
Eighth page

: page
: Page
: page
: page
: page
: Page
: page

= Page

ro7
rr2 not
rr3 Dot
IIO
III
ro8 not
ro9 not
I14

ro8
r09

rt2
I13
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